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The Auburndale Watch company was probably the first U.S. company to 

produce an inexpensive dollar style watch. The company produced a rotary 

movement similar to the later Benedect & Burnham and Waterbury Watch 

Company long wind. Auburndale was in business from 1876 to 1883 and 

probably produced less then 1000 watches. This is a photo of their timer which 

proved more dependable and popular. 
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Here’s a shot of the movement. Note the winding key.
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Benedect & Burnham was one of the earliest manufactures of the 

so called dollar watch. This is actually the Benedect & Burnham 

model which predates the Waterbury long wind watch. This watch 

contains 58 moving parts and used a duplex escapement. The 

movement rotated once an hour within the case and carried the 

minute hand. It  retailed for $3.50 in the early 1880’s, this at a time 

when the cheapest watch was $10.00
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The back of the movement indicating countries where the watch held patents. 

It included The United States, Great Britain, Canada, France, Germany, 

Australia, Russia, Spain, Sweden, Denmark and Belgium.
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Here’s a Waterbury Watch Company long wind Series “C”. Notice it has a full 

dial rather then skeletonized. But it still uses a duplex escapement with a 

rotary movement. 
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The back inside cover warns “ Don’t Remove This Cap Unless You Are A 

Practical Watch Repairer”.
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If you did, you’d be confronted by 9 feet of unwieldy mainspring.
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This is a product of the Waterbury Watch Company. It was made in the early 

1880’s. It’s nothing more then a model “A” skeleton watch movement with a 8 

day mainspring to power it.
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Here’s a closer look at the movement. To set the hands you’d simply poke 

them around till you got them into the proper position.
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This view shows how the movement is mounted and mainspring is attached. 

There were 2 models of this clock. The frist, which is illustrated here, had the 

rear of the movement supported by a cone attached to the rear plate of the 

clock. If the clock case was twisted or torqued slightly the movement had a 

tendency to bind the center arbor and stop the clock. This was soon changed to 

a “U” shaped support which attached rear of the movement to the front plate.
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This clock was located with the original protective leather case and original 

instructions.
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Here’s a Series “L” Waterbury Watch Company watch in the original silk lined 

box. Note the advertising on the box indicating the watch is stem wind and set, 

quick train jeweled and had an enamel dial.
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This New Haven watch was probably one of the two products that Robert 

Ingersoll looked at when trying to come up with a new watch to add to his line. 

It used the smallest movement in the New Haven clock line.
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This is the rear view of the watch. Note faint design of “Mary Had A Little 

Lamb”. This could very well be the fist character watch.
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This photo will give you an idea of how thick the watch is Also note the leaf 

design on the side.
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The view of the movement showing it’s a back wind and back set. The 

movement is nothing more then the smallest movement in New Haven’s clock 

line fitted into a large watch case.
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The Waterbury Clock Company was the other company Ingersoll looked at. It 

was very similar in size to the New Haven.
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This side view shows the similarity to the New Haven. It’s about 1-1/2” thick.
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Ingersoll settled on the Waterbury Clock Clock Company to  produced these 

watches. They sold them at the Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893 and 

sold about 10,000 of them for $1.50. 

A story told by E.S. Daniels, who worked for Ingersoll at the time stated that 

sales were not allowed on the fairgrounds so Ingersoll sold chits for the 

watches which the customer could exchange for a watch at the Palmer House 

in downtown Chicago. This caused such a furor that the Fair administrators 

boarded up the Ingersoll stand. The newspaper headlines carried the story the 

following morning and Robert Ingersoll proclaimed “any advertising is good 

advertising”! Several years ago I searched the archives of the Chicago 

Historical Society trying to verify the story but came up empty handed. By the 

end of 1894 Robert Ingersoll placed an order for 500,000 watches from 

Waterbury which were delivered in 1895. 
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Here’s a view of the nickel plated back featuring Columbus and his three 

ships. This watch is 2-1/2” diameter and 1-3/8” thick.



22

The 1893 Columbia Worlds Fair fob features Grant, Lincoln, Columbus, 

Washington and Lee.



23

This watch, the Eclipse,  was produced by the Waterbury factory for the 

Ingersoll’s. 
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What sets this watch apart is the figures on the back of Grover Cleveland and 

his wife Francis. It was produced in 1893 to commemorate his second 

inauguration. Cleveland, a democrat, was the only president to serve two non 

consecutive terms. He was the 22nd and 24th president of the United States. 

He served one term each time with Thomas Hendricks as his vice presidentß. 

Cleveland was also Governor of New York State from 1883 to 1885, Sheriff of 

Erie County, NY and Mayor of Buffalo.
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Again note how thick the watch is.  It appears the case was originally gold 

plated.
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The movement view illustrates it’s a back wind and back set. 



27

The Triumph model was another early large watch in the Ingersoll line.
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This side view indicates how thick the watch is.
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The Admiral Dewey watch by Ingersoll has illustrations of President 

McKinley and other notables from the time including many of Dewey’s 

generals.

George Dewey was born in 1837. At the  age 15 his father enrolled him in 

military school. By 1854 his received an appointment to the Naval Academy in 

Annapolis. In 1897 Dewey was promoted to commander in chief of the Asiatic 

Squadron and proceeded to Japan. In 1898 he was assigned to the Olympia. 

After the USS Maine was blown up in Havana Harbor, February 15, 1898, 

Dewey in a round about way sailed to Manila Bay. He reached his destination 

on April 30 and defeated the Spanish the following day. Dewey fever swept the 

US and in March 1899 was appointed Admiral. He died on January 16, 1917 at 

the age of 79.
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Rear view of the watch illustrating the Olympia, 
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And the back wind, back set movement



32

The Liberty Connecticut Watch Company was actually made by Ingersoll. 

Ingersoll called these Scheme or Premium watches and never placed their 

name on the dial or movement of these watches. The minimum order for these 

watches was 1000 pieces.
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The movement view shows it’s a back wind and back set.
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In 1904 Ingersoll produced this watch for the St. Louis World Fair. Ingersoll 

had 15 selling booths throughout the Fair. This was also the same year 

Ingersoll opened their London offices with E.S. Daniels as its head. 
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Here’s a back view of the same watch. 
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This view clearly shows the back winding key and setting knob. The watch 

still has the original guarantee dated 1904!
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Pictured are Ingersolls main booth as well as one of the 15 selling booths 

located throughout the fair.
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This is a smaller and much improved version of the Triumph model. It’s a very 

high quality watch. Note the fancy hands in this view. The case has the look 

and feel of silver but it’s not.
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The serial number in the 9 million’s indicates a date of 1904. The movement is 

beautifully embossed and blued. 



41

Ingersoll made this watch around 1929.
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This view shows it’s a perpetual calendar watch good from 1929 through 1951.
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Ingersoll Boy Scout watch with a wonderful dial. Note the gold emblem 

second hand that says “Be Prepared”. 
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This Ingersoll is from the Century of Progress Exposition held in Chicago in 

1933.
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And here’s the back cover,
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The Pan American Exposition in Buffalo New York was made by Ingersoll in 

1901. What a beautiful dial.
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A view of the cover.
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The Ingersoll Midget included a series of watches in very fancy gun metal 

cases.
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This is a rear view of the Ingersoll Midget model. 
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And another.
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The Ingersoll Midget was probably marketed to the female market. 
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This display piece is part of a blue velvet horse shoe shaped display that held 

11 watches. It’s an actual working movement, back wind and set.
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Here’s an interesting Ingersoll box.
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Ingersoll was a notorious advertiser. His used many methods to get his 

message out including testimonials such as this one from Thomas Edison.
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This card was given to dealers to display in their windows. It says “ Yes, 

Ingersolls are sturdy, but some people expect a bit too much”
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This beautiful reverse painted silver leaved sign is 40” wide x 9” tall.
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Here’s a small cardboard sign advertising Ingersolls famous guarantee.



58

This large metal sign was found between two buildings when one of them was 

being torn down. It’s 54” wide x 40” tall.
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This tin sign indicates there were five styles of the Ingersoll Eclipse watches 

selling for $1.50.
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This colorful sign was provide to dealers to promote the Ingersoll Yankee. The 

instructions advise the dealer to open a Yankee box and insert this card in the 

end. 
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This beautiful metal sign is probably from 1919. Note the wrist watch and the 

use of the black Radiolite dials. The name Radiolite was coined by E.S. 

Daniels who came to work for the Ingersolls in 1892 and opened the London 

offices in 1904.
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Ingersoll believed in providing their customers with every necessary material 

for adverting and displaying their watches.
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This case is a bit earlier and is acid etched with applied gold leafing and green 

velvet interior.
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The back of the display case contains information about the watches and how 

to sell them. It also states no watches, other then Ingersolls could be displayed 

in them. Note the signature which is hand signed in ink. And don’t overlook 

the wonderful latch as well. 
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This large E. N. Welch Clock Company watch was made for the Columbian 

Exposition in Chicago in 1893.
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The rear cover shows Columbus landing on Plymouth Rock. This watch was 

also available with a plain cover.
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The side view give you an idea of the thickness.
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This New Haven advertises the American Medicine Company, New York. 
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The movement is back wind and set. About 1901
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Ansonia sold these watches in a sturdy wood box.
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This watch advertises the Hamilton Brown Shoe Co. It was made by the 

Ansonia Clock Company. 
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This Ansonia boy scout watch was made in the mid 1920’s.
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This view shows a scout with his signal flag.
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And the scarce boy scout fob.



75

The Ingraham Buck Rogers watch from 1938.
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Beware of the one eyed monster!



77

Extremely rare New Haven Digital Watch from the 1904 St. Louis Exposition. 
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The fob says “ Napoleon sold it,  Jefferson bought it”.
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The Kaiser Wilhelm II watch was made by the New Haven Clock company 

after the turn of the century. It was given away as a premium when you 

purchased a subscription from the German Newspaper Bureau in Chicago.
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This is the back cover of the watch.
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A fob with the Kaiser’s photo.
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The Patriot by Ingraham commemorates the George Washington bicentennial 

in 1933.
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The back cover indicating the dates 1732 / 1932.
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The Pastor by the Sterling Watch company was actually made by Ingraham in 

1929. It’s claimed these watches were given to Pastors as a hint to shorten their 

sermons.



85

Here’s a movement view of the very simple and elegant movement.
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Ingraham made this interesting U.S. Royal golf ball watch. Great graphics!
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This 1931 Ingraham Trailblazer commemorates Admiral Byrd’s Antarctic 

Expedition.
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And here’s a view of the back cover.
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Here’s a Seven Seas watch by Ingraham indicating ships watches or time.
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This is an Ingraham New York to Paris  or Lindbergh watch made in 1929.
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Here’s the black dial version.
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The back cover shows the Spirit of St. Louis between the Statue of Liberty and 

the Eiffel Tower.
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And the fob with working compass.
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Ingraham manufactured the Graf Zeppelin watch in 1929 to commemorate its 

circling the world in 29 days.
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This is the black dial version.
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And a view of the back cover.
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The Ingraham Pathfinder contains a compass in the crown.
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The Ingraham Roy Rogers and Trigger watch was made in 1956. The slide at 

11 o’clock stops the watch.
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Kinckerbocker was associated with the New England watch company. 
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Note the duplex escapement.
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“Dewey” watch made by the  Knickerbocker Watch company. Called the 

American Watch Special.
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Note the duplex escapement again. The case of the watch was advertised to be 

made out of the hull of the battleship Maine.
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A Knickerbocker display case with brown velvet interior.
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Small New England watch with a baseball theme dial.
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Another with a golf theme.
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A New England Watch with beautiful celluloid dial.
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New England Watch Company product with porcelain dial.
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The Duplex escapement is clearly visible in this photo.
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New England Skeleton watch.
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New England Skeleton watch rear view.
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Here’s a New England Watch Company chronograph.
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And a Dan Patch chronograph.
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And the rear cover showing Dan Patch.
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My guess is this movement was probably made by the New York Standard 

Watch company for New England.
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Theme Time was made by the New Haven Clock Company for the New York 

World’s Fair in 1939. Notice the hands which are in the shape of the trylon and 

perisphere. As an aside television was introduced at this fair.
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This is the back cover. What a beautiful and simple design!
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The Official Souvenir of the Panama Pacific exposition in San Francisco, CA 

was made in 1915 by the New Haven Clock Company. 
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Look at the spectacular back cover. This is a real work of art!
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The fob with Presidents Roosevelt and Wilson.
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This is the front page of a New Haven advertising booklet given away at the 

fair illustrating the watch.
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And an interior view of their factories automatic machinery in 1915.
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This New Haven Clock company watch display case held wrist and pocket 

watches.
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A commemorative from the Ohio National.
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This one advertises cattle loans from the Oklahoma Stock Yard National Bank,
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This is an Ingraham watch advertising the Rockford Screw Products Company, 

with the numbers shown as assorted screws and nails.
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New Haven Sharples Separators advertising watch.
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And the back cover.
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Exer-Ketch Novelty Company watch advertising their latest game.
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Universal Player Pianos advertising watch made by Ingersoll in 1898.



130

This Waterbury Watch Company alarm watch was made about 1895. The 

silver third hand is for setting the alarm.
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This view with the front bezel open allows access to the alarm/silent lever at 

the 4 o’clock position. Also note the hand setting lever at the 1 o’clock 

position.
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Winding the movement also winds the alarm .
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The New York City Watch company was only in business from 1890 to 1897. 
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A closer look indicates “Lever Winder” on the dial. The stem and crown were 

cranked from 12 to the 11 o’clock position to wind the watch.



135

The movement view gives you a better idea how the stem is connected to the 

winding wheel on the movement. Note the movement is back set as well.
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This Westclox commemorative from the Knoxville Worlds Fair was made in 

1982. It was designed and sold by fellow NAWCC member Richard Wagner. 

Less then 5000 were manufactured and only 200 key chain style fobs were 

made.
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This series of watches were made by Westclox and given away at various 

NAWCC Regionals. This one is from the Tulsa, Oklahoma regional in 1971
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And this one’s from the Rocky Mountain Regional in 1979.
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Here’s an Uncle Sam watch by Westclox.



140

Another Uncle Sam watch by Westclox with a plastic case for the 1970’s.
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This Ingraham Uncle Sam was made in 1944 to promote the war effort.
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Another Uncle Sam watch from the 1950’s by Ingraham. 
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This Ingraham advertising watch from the 1950’s promotes the cost savings 

available by using Westinghouse refrigerators.
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The World Time watch was made by Ansonia in the 1920’s.
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Manhattan Watch company watch with a pull out lever set at the 1 o’clock 

position. This company was in business from 1883 to 1891.
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Very attractive movement with a bell shipped opening at the escapement.
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This is an Ingraham commemorating the 1937 Coronation.
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Rear cover with “gold” crown.
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Note this beautifully engraved dial with a steam engine.
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New Haven Watch with a engraving of a factory on the dial.
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Hi-Peak Cola “tops ‘em all” advertising watch.



152

Boston Harbor August 15, 1914. The Aleppo Temple refers to the Shriners.
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Here are a couple of boxes used to house dollar watches. The one on the left is 

from Ingraham.
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The following are interesting novelties in the shape of watches and are 

illustrated to show you just how crazy watch collectors can get. This pocket 

lamp has a container for alcohol. When the crown was depressed an arm 

scrapped across a replacable combustible striker and ignited the wick. These 

are extremely rare and prized by lamp collectors. It was patented in 1891 by 

William Folmer of New York.
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This one is  a Sun Dial.
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And a lighter in pocket watch form.
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A match holder with a serrated striker in the cover.
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And a gambling device. You depress the crown an the hand spins.
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And, of course, a cash register. 
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Here’s an interesting Swiss watch commemorating the rein the King George 

and Queen Mary.
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Front view of the King & Queen.
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Dial view.
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And finally a movement view showing the cheap construction.
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Here’s an interesting Swiss digital watch.
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Sometimes the box is more interesting then the watch. This Swiss watch box 

has wonderful and mysterious graphics. 

And finally a true story. When I first started collecting dollar watches in the 

early 70’s, I happened upon an interesting watch in a dealers showcase case 

and asked if, in fact, it was a dollar watch. He replied,  “Yes . . . . . It’s a $400 

dollar watch. Thank you.


